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Dear Friends, 

For the past 21 years God has been teaching us to expect the unexpected.                  
From the very beginning, HOPE has been a place of God-sized, life-changing                    
surprises. 

 We expected 130 people to come to our first service on                                                         
November 18, 1990 and 280 showed up! 

 After only six months, a house was purchased that provided both                 
a home for my family as well as a meeting place for people and               
office space. 

 A 7.25-acre parcel of land that was valued at $730,000 was                                
purchased for $300,000 and paid for in two years. 

 Two building projects provided space for an ever-growing number of people 
and ministries. 

As amazing as these projects have been, they don’t really tell the story of how God 
taught me to expect the unexpected. That has come in the form of individuals who 
have experienced the transformational power of Jesus Christ working in and through 
them. 

 A young husband and father who recently committed his life                            
to Jesus  

 A group of people who went to Haiti and came home with a new sense                      
of purpose 

 Men and women who are experiencing spiritual growth for the very                        
first time 

 A large number of students who are finding a group of friends here and who 
are being positively influenced by a devoted group of adults 

 Scores of children who are growing up in a church that meets them where 
they are and makes learning about the Lord fun and interactive 

So what’s next? Where is God leading us going forward? Part of that answer came in 
yet another unexpected way as the corner property (formerly the bank) went up for 
sale. After a lengthy discussion and a vote at the September 8, 2011, congregational 
meeting open to all, we made a ridiculously low offer for the site and we all prayed.                 
(I had the feeling that I had been here before.) Sure enough, God opened yet another 
unanticipated opportunity! 

In the following pages we will be sharing with you three strategic initiatives that will  
expand our ability to bless the communities around us, enhance the ministries of 
HOPE and take care of our current facility. The purpose of all of this is simple: to                  
connect people to God, to connect people to each other and to connect the church to 
the world around us. 

HOPE Church at the beginning of                    
construction—1998 

A letter from Pastor Jeff 

Jeff Bills, Lead Pastor 

“So, what’s next?                           

Where is God 

leading us going 

forward?” 



Because people matter to God, we will purchase the adjoining                

corner property at 500 Centennial Boulevard to add to our campus, 

increasing our ability to reach our community at large with programs 

and services. 

Because people matter to God, we will pay down a portion of our 

existing debt to free up resources to invest in growing current                              

ministries and developing new ministries. 

Because people matter to God, we will implement needed                                   

infrastructure repairs and embrace projects that will reduce our costs 

and free our resources by going “greener and cleaner.” 

What is HOPEforward ? 

Why HOPEforward Now? 
God’s Timing 

It’s really amazing! Not only did the corner property at 500 Centennial Boulevard become available 

very unexpectedly, but our purchase offer was accepted by the owner. We believe this is what   

happens when you follow God’s promptings and accept His timing.  

Resources to Grow 

Paying down existing mortgage debt and making our building more energy-efficient are two great 

ways to free up some of our financial resources. This allows us to invest those resources in ... 

More effective outreach to the community 

      Because people matter to God. 

Develop and grow existing ministries such as The Next Step, a program to help everyone get                     

involved in a small group where they can be nurtured and supported.  

      Because people matter to God. 

Increase our support of Christian mission work beyond our local community, through the                  

United Methodist Church.                                                                            

      Because people matter to God. 

“The church doesn’t exist for itself; it  exists to serve the world. It is not ultimately about 

the church; it’s about all the people God wants to bless through the church. 

—Rob Bell, Velvet Elvis 



The Property at 500 Centennial Boulevard 

Here are some interesting statistics about this property. It is currently                  

assessed at $983,000. We acquired it for $285,000 and anticipate we will 

need an initial investment of $50,000 to change it from a bank building to 

a place where we can serve our community. This estimate also includes 

new signage for HOPE Church along Centennial Boulevard. We have 

taken out a separate loan to purchase this property, and the repayment of 

that loan will be the first goal of the HOPEforward campaign. 

Currently assessed at $983,000 

HOPE’s purchase price $285,000 

Estimated “fit out” cost—$50,000 

Retiring Existing Debt 

HOPE has been paying off two mortgages. The first is from our initial 

building construction and carries a balance of about $1,400,000. The  

second is from the addition of our chapel, activity space and education 

wing. This mortgage carries a balance of about $469,000. We are                     

currently making mortgage payments of $14,777 per month or $177,324 

each year. 

By refinancing some of our existing debt and using funds raised through 

the HOPEforward campaign, we expect to pay the second mortgage off 

completely by the end of the capital campaign. When it is paid off,                             

another $40,000 will be available each year for additional ministries. 

Going Greener and Cleaner 

First, we want to institute $26,902 worth of energy conservation                     

measures. A recent energy audit suggested that simply by changing light 

bulbs and light fixtures to more energy-efficient models and installing new 

temperature sensors and controls, we can save $6,899 each year.  

We need to recarpet the worship space. It is 12 years old and we have 

500 people worshipping each week and another 2,000 to 3,000 visitors 

coming through that space each year.  

There are repairs needed at the parsonage. The windows are old and 

inefficient and need replacing as does the roof which has developed 

leaks. 

We can extend the useful life of our parking lot by 10 years if we do a  

repair and resurfacing now.  

Initial Construction Mortgage (1) 

Remaining—$1,409,710                                       

Yearly Payment—$134,100 

Building Addition Mortgage (2)  

Remaining—$468,770                                  

Yearly Payment—$43,224 

Total Mortgage Payment 

$14,777 per month 

$177,324 per year 

Recarpeting of worship space—

$22,500 

Needed repairs to parsonage—

$15,150 

Resurfacing parking lot—$10,970 

Implementation of recommended 

energy conservation measures—

$26,902 

Once implemented, yearly cost  

savings are estimated at $6,899. 

What will HOPEforward do? 



 

 

How will HOPEforward work over time? 

500 Centennial Boulevard purchase 

down payment (reimburse operating) 

500 Centennial Boulevard purchase loan 

500 Centennial Boulevard fit out 

“Greener & Cleaner” capital projects 

Campaign Administration 

Principal on mortgage two 

Principal on mortgage two 



Q: Why HOPEforward now?  

A: With additional funds, we can grow our current                            

ministries and develop new ones. Paying down some                 

existing mortgage debt and making our building more                  

energy-efficient are two good ways to generate financial                    

resources. And, by purchasing the corner property, we can                     

expand our reach out into the community at large. 

Q: What are we going to do with the property at 500 

Centennial Boulevard? 

A: It’s perfectly situated to serve others perhaps as a thrift 

store, a Christian counseling center, or a home for our                   

ever-expanding food pantry. Community Arts at HOPE classes 

and various support groups could also meet there. We will see 

where God leads us. 

Q: How much money do we want to raise during this 

campaign? 

A: We would like to raise at least $750,000 

Q: How will $750,000 be spent? 

A: The corner property’s total cost is $335,000. We want to put 

$330,000 toward mortgage debt. We expect that “Greener and 

Cleaner” projects will cost about $60,000, and we’re allowing 

another $25,000 to manage the project in its entirety.  

Q: What is the benefit of paying off $330,000 of our            

mortgage debt? 

A:  Paying down the principal on our mortgage will free up 

money we’re now spending in monthly mortgage payments.                

We want to use the money to grow and develop our ministries. 

At the end of this three-year campaign, we will free up about 

$40,000 per year thereafter.  

Q: Do we have plans yet for how to invest the $40,000? 

A: Our focus will be ... 

Outreach programs—such as those happening in the new 

property at 500 Centennial Boulevard 

Connecting people to God and one another—through              

programs such as our Next Step small-groups initiative 

and keeping pace with the speedy growth in our children 

and youth ministries 

Mission programs—increasing our support to the United   

Methodist missions and our Haiti and Camden initiatives 

Q: What do you mean by “Greener and Cleaner”                        

projects? 

A: A recent, state-funded energy audit recommended various 

ways to save energy and money simply by switching out light 

bulbs and fixtures as well as installing more energy-efficient                    

thermostats. Our building is 12 years old and very well-used 

seven days a week. The carpet in our worship space is                                       

beginning to show the wear and tear and needs replacing. By 

repairing and resurfacing the parking lot, we can extend its life 

for about 10 years. Other repair projects are also necessary in 

the parsonage. 

Q: How can I help? 

A: Make a financial commitment to support HOPEforward. 

Honor that commitment over the next three years as HOPE 

moves forward into the next era in the life of our faith              

community. 

Q: Is my HOPEforward commitment in addition to my 

regular contributions to HOPE Church? 

A: Yes. This is a three-year commitment that will be  in                

addition to your regular contribution to HOPE’s operating 

budget.  

Q: What amount of financial commitment should I                

consider? 

A: The amount of your commitment is something you want to 

prayerfully consider. Your gift is a personal decision.  

However, this big-picture view may help. Our campaign goal is 

nearly the amount of our church’s annual operating budget. 

Campaign commitments will be fulfilled over three years. If 

each HOPE household commits an average of 30% of their 

current giving to HOPEforward in each of the three years of 

the campaign, we will reach our goal. Some people will be 

able to offer more than 30% — others less. A gift of any 

amount will be gratefully received.  

If every HOPE household gives $2 a day, we will raise more 

than $1 million! 

Q: What if I make a commitment and my circumstances 

change? 

A: Some will be blessed so they can increase their giving. We 

also know unexpected things could happen that may require 

others to lower their commitment. 

Q: When was the last time we had a capital campaign? 

A: The last capital campaign concluded seven years ago in 

2005. It was our third campaign and helped to finance the              

addition of our chapel, activity space and classrooms. Our first 

and second capital campaigns,1995-98 and 1998-01, were 

focused on buying our current land and building construction.  

HOPEforward Questions and Answers 



When HOPEforward is Completed 

When the capital campaign is completed and                     

contributions received: 

We will have purchased the property at 500                      

Centennial Boulevard and integrated it into our               

outreach ministries.  

We will have retired our existing second                    

mortgage, giving us $40,000 to invest in ministry.  

We will have completed more than $60,000 worth                  

of “Greener and Cleaner” projects and needed                   

repairs and maintenance, saving another $6,899                     

per year.  

Pray 

During the four-week capital campaign, as we 

seek God’s guidance in making our financial 

commitment 

For the next three years, as we honor and fulfill 

our financial commitments and develop new                

outreach and ministry initiatives 

Make a commitment 

To support HOPEforward with your financial 

contributions 

To support HOPEforward with your                                                     

participation in the growth of HOPE ministries 

How Can YOU Move HOPEforward ? 

 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 

more than all we ask or imagine, according 

to his power that is at work within us, to  

him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus throughout all generations, for ever 

and ever! Amen.  

—Ephesians 3:20-21 

Consider this … 

If every HOPE household gave two 

bucks a day, we would raise more than 

$1 million! 

Artist rendition 



… because people matter to God 

HOPEforward  


